
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Tom Cochran 
Michigan State Representative 
District 67 

Rick Hansen 
Minnesota State Representative 
District 52A 

 
 
Dear Members of Congress,  
 
We write to emphasize the importance of bees and other pollinators to farmers and the national 
economy and urge you to oppose provisions that would harm species – including endangered 
pollinators – in Farm Bill legislation now under development by the U.S. Congress.  
 
Farmers within our states depend on healthy natural ecosystems and pollinators to sustain profitable 
yields year after year. This is especially important for specialty crop farmers. Native pollinators, 
including bees, bats, butterflies and birds, contribute an estimated $3 billion annually in crop 
pollination services nationally. Together with non-native honey bees, pollinators are estimated to 
contribute $15 billion in annual crop pollination throughout the U.S. However, many bee 
populations, including managed honey bees and wild bees, are in precipitous decline due to a 
phenomenon known as colony collapse disorder. Studies have identified the use of certain pesticides 
and other factors as contributing to this phenomenon and the resulting loss of bee populations. 
Recent peer-reviewed data indicates that native bumble bees, including the endangered rusty patched 
bumble bee, are particularly harmed by pesticides. Farmers across the country are grappling with this 
distressing situation and responding by adopting farming practices that reduce negative impacts on 
bees. Additionally, many state legislatures are responding to these challenges by adopting legislation 
aimed at boosting pollinator health and protecting pollinator habitat. 
 
Unfortunately, as we work to protect our farmers and pollinators, a section of the House Farm Bill 
(Title IX, Sections 9111-9116 of H.R. 2) would severely undermine these efforts. The language 
would exempt the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from key requirements under the 
Endangered Species Act that protect imperiled species like pollinators when the EPA registers 
potentially harmful pesticides. Circumventing key requirements for federally listed pollinators like 
the endangered Karner blue butterfly and the rusty patched bumble bee and allowing the EPA to 
make self-interested determinations on the effects of pesticides will harm species and disrupt 
working ecosystems. Instead, we need to be doing all we can to support vulnerable pollinators and 
help farmers.  
 
Provisions that harm farmers who depend on intact ecosystems and healthy pollinator populations 
should not be included in the federal Farm Bill. Please oppose efforts to weaken protections for 
endangered pollinators and other species in the current House Farm Bill and ensure that this short- 
sighted provision, which benefits pesticide companies at the expense of farmers and our 
environment, is not part of the Senate Farm Bill.  
 
Signed, 
 

Representative Tom Cochran 
Michigan  

Representative Rick Hansen 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Susan Almy 
New Hampshire 

Delegate Steve Lafferty 
Maryland 

 

County Commissioner Glenn Anderson 
Michigan 

 

Senator Chris Larson 
Wisconsin 



 

 

Representative Marti Anderson 
Iowa 

 

Representative Fue Lee 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Nickie Antonio 
Ohio 

Representative Matthew Lesser 
Connecticut 

 

Representative Donna Bailey 
Maine 

 

Representative Tina Liebling 
Minnesota 

 

Former Representative Robert Beavets 
Maine 

 

Delegate Brooke Lierman 
Maryland 

 

House Majority Leader KC Becker 
Colorado 

 

Senator Margie MacDonald 
Montana 

 

Representative Jennifer Benson 
Massachusetts 

 

Representative Pam Marsh 
Oregon 

 

Representative Terese Berceau 
Wisconsin 

 

Representative Mary Lou Marzian 
Kentucky 

 

Representative Connie Bernardy 
Minnesota 

 

Senator Tim Mathern 
North Dakota 

 

Senator Janet Bewley 
Wisconsin 

 

Representative Steve McCarter 
Pennsylvania 

 

Senator Steve Bieda 
Michigan 

 

Representative Curt McCormack 
Vermont 

 

Representative Lydia Blume 
Maine 

 

Representative David McCrea 
Maine 

 

Representative David Bly 
Minnesota 

 

Senator Juan Mendez 
Arizona 

 

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
New York 

 

Representative Graig Meyer 
North Carolina 

 

Representative Susan Buckholz 
Vermont 

 

Senator Dave Miramant 
Maine 

 

Senator Melinda Bush 
Illinois 

 

Delegate David Moon 
Maryland 

 

Representative Deb Butler 
North Carolina 

 

Delegate Dan Morhaim 
Maryland 

 

Senator Jeanine Calkin 
Rhode Island 

 

Senator Jerry Newton 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Robin Chesnut-Tangerman 
Vermont 

 

Representative Andrea Olsen 
Montana 

 

Senator Ben Chipman 
Maine 

 

Representative Lee Oxenham 
New Hampshire 



 

 

 

Representative Carolyn Comitta 
Pennsylvania 

 

Senator Jamescita Peshlakai 
Arizona 

 

Senator Jim Dabakis 
Utah 

 

Representative Dave Pinto 
Minnesota 

 

Senator Andrea Dalessandro 
Arizona 

 

Representative Gerry Pollett 
Washington 

 

Representative Mary Jo Daley 
Pennsylvania 

 

Representative Jean Price 
Montana 

 

Representative Marjorie Decker 
Massachusetts 

 
 

Representative Denise Provost 
Massachusetts 

 

Senator Michael Dembrow 
Oregon 

 

Senator Kevin Ranker 
Washington 

 

Representative Mick Devin 
Maine 

 

Representative Ellen Read 
New Hampshire 

 

Senator Scott Dibble 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Jeff Reardon 
Oregon 

 

Honorable Patrick Dougherty 
Missouri 

 

Senator Ann Rest 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Mary Ann Dunwell 
Montana 

 

Representative Christina Riley 
Maine 

 

Senator Chris Eaton 
Minnesota 

 

Senator Christine Rolfes 
Washington 

 

Assemblymember Patricia Fahy 
New York 

 

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
New York 

 

Representative Jim Ellison 
Michigan 

 

Representative Deane Rykerson 
Maine 

 

Representative Sue Errington 
Indiana 

 

Representative Athena Salman 
Arizona 

 

Representative Laura Fine 
Illinois 

 

Representative Melissa Sargent 
Wisconsin 

 

Representative Susan Fisher 
North Carolina 

 

Representative Jennifer Schultz 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Joe Fitzgibbon 
Washington 

 

Representative Andy Schwartz 
Wyoming 

 

Delegate Barbara Fleischauer 
West Virginia 

 

Representative Marjorie Shepardson 
New Hampshire 

 

Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo 
Maryland 

 

Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon 
New York 

 

Representative Mike Freiberg 
 

Representative Suzanne Smith 



 

 

Minnesota New Hampshire 
 

Senator Martha Fuller Clark 
New Hampshire 

 

Representative Mark Spreitzer 
Wisconsin 

 

Senator Mike Gabbard 
Hawaii 

 

Representative Art Staed 
Iowa 

 

Representative Robyn Gabel 
Illinois 

 

Representative Derek Stanford 
Washington 

 

Representative Mary Gaskill 
Iowa 

 

Representative Sharon Steckman 
Iowa 

 
Representative Carmine Gentile 
Massachusetts 

 

Assemblymember Al Stirpe 
New York 

 

Representative Arthur Handy 
Rhode Island 

 

Representative Valerie Stuart 
Vermont 

 

Representative Jim Handy 
Maine 

 

Representative Mary Sullivan 
Vermont 

 

Representative Pricey Harrison 
North Carolina 

 

Representative Roy Takumi 
Hawaii 

 

Senator Bob Hasegawa 
Washington 

 

Representative Denise Tepler 
Maine 

 

Representative Alice Hausman 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Maureen Terry 
Maine 

 

Representative Denise Hayman 
Montana 

 

Assemblymember Fred Thiele 
New York 

 

Delegate Anne Healey 
Maryland 

 

Representative Elizabeth Thomson 
New Mexico 

 

Representative Gary Hebl 
Wisconsin 

 

Representative Diana Urban 
Connecticut 

 

Representative Ken Helm 
Oregon 

 

Senator Terry Van Duyn 
North Carolina 

 

Representative Kevin Hertel 
Michigan 

 

Representative Jean Wagenius 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Jon Hoadley 
Michigan 

 

Senator David Watters 
New Hampshire 

 

Senator Sam Hunt 
Washington 

 

Senator Chuck Wiger 
Minnesota 

 

Representative Joni Jenkins 
Kentucky 

 

Representative Robert Wittenberg 
Michigan 

 

Representative Jerry Kearns 
Iowa 

Representative Kevin Hertel 



 

 

 

Representative Phylis King 
Idaho 

 

Representative Theresa Wood 
Vermont 

 

Representative Kaye Kory 
Virginia 

 

Senator Mike Woodard 
North Carolina 

 

Representative John Kowalko 
Delaware 

 

 

Delegate Paul Krizek 
Virginia 

 

 

Senator Liz Krueger 
New York 

 

 


