NCEL

National Caucus of
Environmental Legislators

Susan Bodine

Assistant Administrator, Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20460

RE: EPA’s Announcement to Suspend Regulatory Compliance During the COVID-19
Pandemic

Dear Assistant Administrator Bodine:

On behalf of the 281 undersigned state legislators, we urge you to reconsider your decision
to suspend the enforcement of critical environmental regulations during the COVID-19
pandemic. Our communities rely on these regulations and enforcements for clean air and
water. This unprecedented decision will cause further, lasting harm to communities in our
states that are already hurting from the COVID-19 outbreak.

As representatives of residents in 40 states, we understand the vital need to protect the
clean air and water of our constituents. We know the hard decisions that must be made to
protect human health. This includes holding dischargers accountable to ensure access to
clean air, clean water, and safe, healthy outdoor space.

While COVID-19 threatens the health and safety of many around the country, it is the
vulnerable populations in our communities that are most at risk. These same groups are
put more at risk by the EPA’s reckless decision. We know that those exposed to poor air

quality are more likely to die from complications from COVID-19. Low-income and
vulnerable populations are disproportionately impacted by pollution sources. These

sources are more likely to be located in low-income communities. These communities bear
compounded health risks due to lack of access to medical facilities and treatment, fresh
food, and jobs in healthy environments. It is unacceptable to suspend regulatory
compliance and cause further harm to low-income and vulnerable populations during this
crisis.

In addition to harming our vulnerable populations, the lack of compliance action from the
EPA will degrade our environment at a time when the outdoors is one of the few escapes
for the American people. As states and local governments follow or enhance the President’s
Coronavirus Guidelines for America, we are still encouraged to get outside and enjoy a
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walk, run, or hike in nature. This suspension of EPA enforcement threatens our clean air at

a time that it is essential for public health.

As we work each day to ensure our constituents have the means and resources to

overcome this pandemic, we urge your agency to do the same and reconsider this

dangerous decision. We fight every day to overcome the environmental inequities in our

communities and we hope you will rejoin us in that fight.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

Representative Karin Power
Oregon

Senate Minority Leader Tom Begich
Alaska

Representative Dan Ortiz
Alaska

Representative Andrés Cano
Arizona

Representative Mitzi Epstein
Arizona

Representative Alma Hernandez
Arizona

Senator Juan Mendez
Arizona

Senator Ben Allen
California

Speaker K.C. Becker
Colorado

Representative Yadira Caraveo
Colorado

Representative Lisa Cutter
Colorado

Senator Joann Ginal

Representative Joel Briscoe
Utah

Representative Zack Fields
Alaska

Representative Geran Tarr
Alaska

Representative Kirsten Engel
Arizona

Representative Rosanna Gabaldon
Arizona

Representative Daniel Hernandez
Arizona

Representative Athena Salman
Arizona

Assemblymember Cristina Garcia
California

Representative Shannon Bird
Colorado

Representative James Coleman
Colorado

Senate Majority Leader Stephen Fenberg
Colorado

Senator Chris Hansen



Colorado

Representative Dominique Jackson

Colorado

Representative Cathy Kipp
Colorado

Representative Julie McCluskie
Colorado

Senator Brittany Pettersen
Colorado

Representative Emily Sirota
Colorado

Representative Brianna Titone
Colorado

Representative Mike Weissman
Colorado

Representative Steven Woodrow
Colorado

Senator Matthew Lesser
Connecticut

Representative Kevin Ryan
Connecticut

Representative Roland Lemar
Connecticut

Representative Park Cannon
Georgia

Senator Stanley Chang
Hawaii

Senator Gilbert Keith-Agaran
Hawaii

Representative Nicole Lowen
Hawaii

Colorado

Representative Chris Kennedy
Colorado

Representative Susan Lontine
Colorado

Representative Dafna Michelson Jenet
Colorado

Representative Dylan Roberts
Colorado

Representative Kerry Tipper
Colorado

Representative Donald Valdez
Colorado

Senator Faith Winter
Colorado

Representative Lucy Dathan
Connecticut

Representative Mary Mushinsky
Connecticut

Representative Patricia Wilson Pheanious
Connecticut

Representative John Kowalko
Delaware

Representative Becky Evans
Georgia

Senator Mike Gabbard
Hawaii

Representative Chris Lee
Hawaii

Senator Karl Rhoads
Hawaii



Representative Roy Takumi
Hawaii

Representative Tina Wildberger
Hawaii

Representative Michelle Mussman

Illinois

Representative Chris Chyung
Indiana

Senator J.D. Ford
Indiana

Senator Greg Taylor
Indiana

Senator Bill Dotzler
Iowa

Representative Bob Kressig
lowa

Senator Zacharia Wahls
Iowa

Representative Royce Duplessis
Louisiana

Senator Brownie Carson
Maine

Representative Michelle Dunphy
Maine

Representative Jim Handy
Maine

Senator Rebecca Millett
Maine

Representative Deane Rykerson
Maine

Representative Stanley Paige Zeigler

Maine

Representative David Tarnas
Hawaii

Representative Robyn Gabel
[llinois

Representative Ann Williams
Illinois

Representative Sue Errington
Indiana

Senator Mark Stoops
Indiana

Representative Marti Anderson
lowa

Senator Eric Giddens
Iowa

Representative Art Staed
lowa

Representative Nima Kulkarni
Kentucky

Senator Shenna Bellows
Maine

Representative Janice Cooper
Maine

Representative Nicole Grohoski
Maine

Representative Craig Hickman
Maine

Senator David Miramant
Maine

Senator Eloise Vitelli
Maine

Senator Shelly Hettleman
Maryland



Delegate Ariana Kelly
Maryland

Delegate David Moon
Maryland

Delegate Dana Stein
Maryland

Representative Michelle Ciccolo
Massachusetts

Representative Mindy Domb
Massachusetts

Representative Sean Garballey
Massachusetts

Representative Tami Gouveia
Massachusetts

Representative Kathleen LaNatra
Massachusetts

Representative Jack Patrick Lewis
Massachusetts

Representative Paul Mark
Massachusetts

Senator Becca Rausch
Massachusetts

Senator Harriette Chandler
Massachusetts

Representative John Rogers
Massachusetts

Representative Robert Wittenberg
Michigan

Representative Patty Acomb
Minnesota

Representative Jamie Becker-Finn
Minnesota

Delegate Brooke Lierman
Maryland

Delegate Julie Palakovich Carr
Maryland

Representative Christine Barber
Massachusetts

Senator Cynthia Creem
Massachusetts

Representative Michelle DuBois
Massachusetts

Representative Carmine Gentile
Massachusetts

Representative Natalie Higgens
Massachusetts

Representative David LeBoeuf
Massachusetts

Representative Adrian Madaro
Massachusetts

Representative Tram Nguyen
Massachusetts

Representative Lindsay Sabadosa
Massachusetts

Representative Kay Khan
Massachusetts

Representative Denise Provost
Massachusetts

Senator Jim Abeler
Minnesota

Representative Kristin Bahner
Minnesota

Representative Connie Bernardy
Minnesota



Representative Hunter Cantrell
Minnesota

Representative Jim Davnie
Minnesota

Representative Mike Freiberg
Minnesota

Representative Alice Hausman
Minnesota

Speaker Melissa Hortman
Minnesota

Representative Fue Lee
Minnesota

Representative Todd Lippert
Minnesota

Representative Kelly Morrison
Minnesota

Representative Dave Pinto
Minnesota

Representative Duane Sauke
Minnesota

Representative Zack Stephenson
Minnesota

Representative Dan Wolgamott
Minnesota

Senator Janet Ellis
Montana

Assemblymember Lesley Cohen
Nevada

Assemblymember Michelle Gorelow

Nevada

Senator Julia Ratti
Nevada

Representative Anne Claflin
Minnesota

Representative Peter Fischer
Minnesota

Representative Rick Hansen
Minnesota

Representative Kaohly Her
Minnesota

Representative Mary Kunesh-Podein

Minnesota

Representative Leon Lillie
Minnesota

Representative Jamie Long
Minnesota

Senator Jerry Newton
Minnesota

Representative Laurie Pryor
Minnesota

Representative Jennifer Schultz
Minnesota

Representative Jean Wagenius
Minnesota

Representative Tracy McCreery
Missouri

Senator Mary McNally
Montana

Speaker Jason Frierson
Nevada

Assemblymember Rochelle Nguyen

Nevada

Assemblymember Howard Watts
Nevada



Assemblymember Steve Yeager
Nevada

Deputy Speaker Karen Ebel
New Hampshire

Representative John Mann
New Hampshire

Representative Howard Moffett
New Hampshire

Representative Lee Oxenham
New Hampshire

Representative Peter Somssich
New Hampshire

Representative Ken Wells
New Hampshire

Assemblymember Robert Karabinchak
New Jersey

Representative Deborah Armstrong
New Mexico

Senator Bill Tallman
New Mexico

Representative Angelica Rubio
New Mexico

Assemblymember Steve Englebright
New York

Assemblymember Richard Gottfried
New York

Senator Liz Krueger
New York

Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal
New York

Representative John Autry
North Carolina

Representative Susan Almy
New Hampshire

Representative Amanda Gourgue
New Hampshire

Representative Kat McGhee
New Hampshire

Representative Nancy Murphy
New Hampshire

Senator Cindy Rosenwald
New Hampshire

Senator David Watters
New Hampshire

Senator Linda Greenstein
New Jersey

Assemblymember Raj Mukherji
New Jersey

Representative Georgene Louis
New Mexico

Senate Majority Leader Peter Wirth

New Mexico

Assemblymember Jeffrey Dinowitz
New York

Assemblymember Patricia Fahy
New York

Senator Brad Hoylman
New York

Assistant Speaker Félix W. Ortiz
New York

Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon
New York

Representative Christy Clark
North Carolina



Senator Kirk deViere
North Carolina

Representative Graig Meyer
North Carolina

Representative Brian Turner
North Carolina

Representative Julie von Haefen
North Carolina

Senator Mike Woodard
North Carolina

Representative Stephanie Howse
Ohio

Representative Casey Weinstein
Ohio

Representative Julie Fahey
Oregon

Representative Pam Marsh
Oregon

Representative Courtney Neron
Oregon

Senator Floyd Prozanski
Oregon

Representative Jeff Reardon
Oregon

Representative Sheri Schouten
Oregon

Representative Marty Wilde
Oregon

Senator Kathleen Taylor
Oregon

Representative Steve McCarter
Pennsylvania

Senator Natasha Marcus
North Carolina

Representative Robert Reives
North Carolina

Senator Terry Van Duyn
North Carolina

Representative Shelly Willingham
North Carolina

Senator Tim Mathern
North Dakota

Senator Tina Maharath
Ohio

Senator Michael Dembrow
Oregon

Representative Alissa Keny-Guyer
Oregon

Senator Laurie Monnes Anderson
Oregon

Representative Rob Nosse
Oregon

Representative Rachel Prusak
Oregon

Representative Andrea Salinas
Oregon

Representative Janeen Sollman
Oregon

Senator James I. Manning Jr.
Oregon

Senator Daylin Leach
Pennsylvania

Representative Brian Sims
Pennsylvania



Representative Edith Ajello
Rhode Island

Representative Terri Cortvriend
Rhode Island

Senator Dawn Euer
Rhode Island

Senator Gayle Goldin
Rhode Island

Representative Rebecca Kislak
Rhode Island

Representative Joseph McNamara
Rhode Island

Representative Marcia Ranglin-Vassell
Rhode Island

Representative Teresa Tanzi
Rhode Island

Representative Ana Hernandez
Texas

Representative Jennifer Dailey-Provost
Utah

Assistant Minority Whip Jani Iwamoto
Utah

Representative Carol Spackman Moss
Utah

Representative LaWanna Shurtliff
Utah

Representative Scott Campbell
Vermont

Representative Michael McCarthy
Vermont

Representative Laura Sibilia
Vermont

Representative Lauren Carson
Rhode Island

Representative Susan Donovan
Rhode Island

Representative Kathleen Fogarty
Rhode Island

Representative Arthur Handy
Rhode Island

Representative John Lyle
Rhode Island

Senator Joshua Miller
Rhode Island

Representative Deborah Ruggiero
Rhode Island

Representative Rev. Terry Alexander
South Carolina

Representative Patrice Arent
Utah

Representative Suzanne Harrison
Utah

Representative Karen Kwan
Utah

Representative Angela Romero
Utah

Representative Elizabeth Weight
Utah

Representative Selene Colburn
Vermont

Representative Robin Scheu
Vermont

Representative Trevor Squirrell
Vermont



Representative Michael Yantachka
Vermont

Delegative Patrick Hope
Virginia

Majority Whip Alfonso Lopez
Virginia

Delegate Sam Rasoul
Virginia

Representative Eileen Cody

Washington

Representative Debra Lekanoff
Washington

Representative Gerry Pollet
Washington

Representative Sharon Tomiko Santos
Washington

Delegative Sammi Brown
West Virginia

Representative Jimmy Anderson
Wisconsin

Representative Jill Billings
Wisconsin

Senator Tim Carpenter
Wisconsin

Representative Gary Hebl
Wisconsin

Senator Fred A. Risser
Wisconsin

Representative Christine Sinicki
Wisconsin

Representative Chris Taylor
Wisconsin

Delegate Elizabeth Guzman
Virginia

Delegative Mark Keam
Virginia

Delegate Kenneth Plum
Virginia

Senator Reuven Carlyle

Washington

Representative Roger Goodman
Washington

Senator John McCoy
Washington

Senator Jesse Salomon
Washington

Representative Tana Senn
Washington

Delegative John Doyle
West Virginia

Senator Janet Bewley
Wisconsin

Representative Jonathan Brostoff
Wisconsin

Representative Dave Considine
Wisconsin

Representative Greta Neubauer
Wisconsin

Representative Katrina Shankland

Wisconsin

Senator Jeff Smith
Wisconsin

Representative Don Vruwink
Wisconsin



Representative Stan Blake
Wyoming



