
 
 

 
 

March 10, 2020  
 
Mary B. Neumayr  
Chair  
Council on Environmental Quality  
730 Jackson Place NW 
Washington, DC 20503  

Re: Docket No. CEQ-2019-0003, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Update to the           
Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of the National         
Environmental Policy Act  

Dear Ms. Neumayr:  

On behalf of undersigned state legislators, we are writing to you in response to the               
Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) proposal to amend the regulations for           
implementing the procedural provisions for the National Environmental Policy Act          
(NEPA). Please accept these comments on behalf of 178 state legislators representing            
hundreds of thousands of constituents from 35 states around the country who stand to be               
adversely affected by this Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM).  

We believe the proposed changes by CEQ to NEPA would stifle both public input and               
science-based decision making in the federal environmental review process. They would           
put industry and developer interests before public health and safety, and before the health              
of our natural environment. State and local governments are already shouldering huge            
fiscal and human costs of environmental damages, and will be forced to shoulder             
increasing costs in decades to come. Ignoring the significant role that federal agencies             
have in mitigating these impacts through the NEPA process is counterproductive to the             
state-federal partnership and dangerous to the well-being of the public.  
 
The proposed deadline changes for the preparation of Environmental Assessments and           
Environmental Impact Statements will also make it difficult for states to participate            
effectively in NEPA processes, as it could take multiple years of data collection to              
understand long term impacts. This will not only hurt the outcome of the NEPA process and                
state citizens, it will also directly limit a state’s ability to effectively participate in the               
review process. 

As state legislators, many of us have also previously served in other positions of public               
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trust, we know that the overwhelming barrier to project completion is not NEPA but              
adequate funding and technical support from the federal government. For decades,           
Congress and the federal government have not provided adequate support to state and             
local governments to carry out our co-regulatory work. CEQ’s existing NEPA regulations            
already explicitly require coordination and synchronization. CEQ should focus its efforts           
on better enforcement of existing regulations and improving training for agency staff and             
NEPA practitioners who are unaware of available tools and expediting procedures in            
existing NEPA regulations. 
 
States value the role that NEPA plays in fostering transparency and ensuring coordination             
and cooperation with our federal agency partners. Weakening the regulations is likely to             
make such cooperation and coordination less effective and less meaningful and increase            
the potential for conflict between state and federal agencies.  

NEPA is a critical tool for saving lives and protecting the environment for the health,               
safety, and well- being of future generations. The existing CEQ regulations effectively            
implement NEPA’s action forcing procedures that include giving the public a voice in             
federal decisions that affect the environment, carefully reviewing the environmental          
impacts of proposed actions, and investigating less environmentally harmful alternative          
actions. Reviews carried out under the current regulations have exposed the true cost of              
environmentally damaging proposals, leading to better solutions and substantial savings          
for federal taxpayers.  

In closing, we wish to strongly emphasize that CEQ’s regulations already provide a             
well-crafted, comprehensive framework for implementing the procedural provisions of         
NEPA. CEQ’s proposed rollbacks would only serve to make it easier to and limit the               
number of federal actions subject to environmental review and public input and approve             
permits for ill-advised federal actions that run contrary to the public interest. This             
sweeping overhaul will only further disenfranchise low-income, rural, and minority          
communities from government decision-making. 

We urge CEQ to withdraw the NPRM and retain the existing NEPA implementing             
regulations that have effectively served the nation for more than 40 years. We urge CEQ to                
instead work to increase funding and training for staff across federal agencies responsible             
for NEPA compliance. The single most important key to efficient and effective NEPA             
reviews is competent, trained, and adequate staff in agencies to implement the            
regulations. 

Sincerely,  
 

 



 

Representative Andrew Josephson 
Alaska 

Representative Louise Stutes 
Alaska 

Senator Scott Kawasaki 
Alaska 

Representative Andres Cano 
Arizona 

Representative Athena Salman 
Arizona 

Representative Cesar Chavez 
Arizona 

Representative Daniel Hernandez 
Arizona 

Representative Jennifer Pawlik 
Arizona 

Representative Raquel Teran 
Arizona 

Representative Rosanna Gabaldon 
Arizona 

Senator Andrea Dalessandro 
Arizona 

Senator Juan Mendez 
Arizona 

Representative Brianna Titone 
Colorado 

Representative Cathy Kipp 
Colorado 

Representative Chris Kennedy 
Colorado 

Representative Edie Hooton 
Colorado 

Representative Emily Sirota 
Colorado 

Senator Chris Hansen 
Colorado 

Representative David Michel 
Connecticut 

Representative Kevin Ryan 
Connecticut 

Representative Mary Mushinsky 
Connecticut 

Representative Roland Lemar 
Connecticut 

Senator Bob Duff 
Connecticut 

Representative Kim Schofield 
Georgia 

Representative Park Cannon 
Georgia 

Senator Sheikh Rahman 
Georgia 

Representative Amy Perruso 
Hawaii 

Representative Calvin Say 
Hawaii 

Representative Christine Wildberger 
Hawaii 

Representative Cynthia Thielen 
Hawaii 

 



 

Representative David Tarnas 
Hawaii 

Representative John Mizuno 
Hawaii 

Representative Nicole Lowen 
Hawaii 

Representative Roy Takumi 
Hawaii 

Senator G. Mike Gabbard 
Hawaii 

Senator Laura Thielen 
Hawaii 

Senator Russell Ruderman 
Hawaii 

Senator Sharon Moriwaki 
Hawaii 

Representative Chris Abernathy 
Idaho 

Representative Ilana Rubel 
Idaho 

Representative John McCrostie 
Idaho 

Representative Melissa Wintrow 
Idaho 

Representative Muffy Davis 
Idaho 

Representative Carolyn Jackson 
Indiana 

Representative Chris Campbell 
Indiana 

Representative Patricia Boy 
Indiana 

Representative Sue Errington 
Indiana 

Representative Art Staed 
Iowa 

Representative David Sieck 
Iowa 

Senator Eric Giddens 
Iowa 

Representative James Handy 
Maine 

Representative Michelle Dunphy 
Maine 

Representative Stanley Zeigler 
Maine 

Senator Catherine Breen 
Maine 

Senator David Miramant 
Maine 

Senator Rebecca Millett 
Maine 

Delegate Alfred Carr 
Maryland 

Delegate David Moon 
Maryland 

Representative Denise Provost 
Massachusetts 

Representative Maria Robinson 
Massachusetts 

 



 

Representative Michelle Ciccolo 
Massachusetts 

Senator Anne Gobi 
Massachusetts 

Senator Julian Cyr 
Massachusetts 

Representative Rebekah Warren 
Michigan 

Representative Robert Wittenberg 
Michigan 

Representative Ami Wazlawik 
Minnesota 

Representative Jamie Long 
Minnesota 

Representative Jennifer Schultz 
Minnesota 

Senator Jim Abeler 
Minnesota 

Representative Andrea Olsen 
Montana 

Representative Connie Keogh 
Montana 

Representative Mary Dunwell 
Montana 

Senator Janet Ellis 
Montana 

Senator Sue Malek 
Montana 

Assemblymember Alexander Assefa 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Daniele Monroe-Moreno 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Howard Watts 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Jason Frierson 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Lesley Cohen 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Maggie Carlton 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Rochelle Nguyen 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Shannon Bilbray-Axelrod 
Nevada 

Assemblymember Steven Yeager 
Nevada 

Senator Chris Brooks 
Nevada 

Senator Yvanna Cancela 
Nevada 

Representative Brian Sullivan 
New Hampshire 

Representative Ken Wells 
New Hampshire 

Representative Kristina Schultz 
New Hampshire 

Representative Lee Oxenham 
New Hampshire 

Representative Robert Cushing 
New Hampshire 

 



 

Representative Suzanne Smith 
New Hampshire 

Representative Wendy Thomas 
New Hampshire 

Senator David Watters 
New Hampshire 

Assemblymember Herb Conaway 
New Jersey 

Assemblymember Raj Mukherji 
New Jersey 

Senator Bob Smith 
New Jersey 

Representative Angelica Rubio 
New Mexico 

Representative Elizabeth Thomson 
New Mexico 

Senator Bill Tallman 
New Mexico 

Senator Elizabeth Stefanics 
New Mexico 

Senator Mimi Stewart 
New Mexico 

Assemblymember Charles Lavine 
New York 

Assemblymember David Weprin 
New York 

Assemblymember Donna Lupardo 
New York 

Assemblymember Felix Ortiz 
New York 

Assemblymember Patricia Fahy 
New York 

Assemblymember Steve Englebright 
New York 

Senator Liz Krueger 
New York 

Representative Allison Dahle 
North Carolina 

Representative Ashton Clemmons 
North Carolina 

Representative Christy Clark 
North Carolina 

Representative Chuck McGrady 
North Carolina 

Representative Cynthia Ball 
North Carolina 

Representative Graig Meyer 
North Carolina 

Representative Grier Martin 
North Carolina 

Representative Joe Queen 
North Carolina 

Representative Julie Von Haefen 
North Carolina 

Representative Marcia Morey 
North Carolina 

Representative Mary Belk 
North Carolina 

Representative Pricey Harrison 
North Carolina 

 



 

Representative Rachel Hunt 
North Carolina 

Representative Robert Reives 
North Carolina 

Representative Scott Brewer 
North Carolina 

Representative Susan Fisher 
North Carolina 

Representative Verla Insko 
North Carolina 

Representative William Richardson 
North Carolina 

Senator Harper Peterson 
North Carolina 

Senator Kirk deViere 
North Carolina 

Senator Mike Woodard 
North Carolina 

Senator Natasha Marcus 
North Carolina 

Senator Terry Van Duyn 
North Carolina 

Senator Valerie Foushee 
North Carolina 

Senator Wiley Nickel 
North Carolina 

Senator Tim Mathern 
North Dakota 

Representative Casey Weinstein 
Ohio 

Representative Kent Smith 
Ohio 

Representative Karin Power 
Oregon 

Representative Marty Wilde 
Oregon 

Representative Susan McLain 
Oregon 

Representative Tiffiny Mitchell 
Oregon 

Senator Jeffrey Golden 
Oregon 

Representative Carolyn Comitta 
Pennsylvania 

Representative Wendy Ullman 
Pennsylvania 

Representative Edith Ajello 
Rhode Island 

Representative Lauren Carson 
Rhode Island 

Senator Dawn Euer 
Rhode Island 

Senator Joshua Miller 
Rhode Island 

Senator Valarie Lawson 
Rhode Island 

Representative Gary Clary 
South Carolina 

Representative Robert Brown 
South Carolina 

 



 

Representative Bob Freeman 
Tennessee 

Representative Angela Romero 
Utah 

Representative Elizabeth Weight 
Utah 

Representative Joel Briscoe 
Utah 

Representative Patrice Arent 
Utah 

Representative Suzanne Harrison 
Utah 

Senator Jani Iwamoto 
Utah 

Representative Amy Sheldon 
Vermont 

Representative Martin LaLonde 
Vermont 

Representative Mary Sullivan 
Vermont 

Representative Michael Yantachka 
Vermont 

Representative Robin Scheu 
Vermont 

Representative Trevor Squirrell 
Vermont 

Senator Becca Balint 
Vermont 

Senator Virginia Lyons 
Vermont 

Delegate Mark Keam 
Virginia 

Representative Joe Fitzgibbon 
Washington 

Representative Roger Goodman 
Washington 

Representative Sharon Santos 
Washington 

Senator John McCoy 
Washington 

Delegate Barbara Fleischauer 
West Virginia 

Delegate Danielle Walker 
West Virginia 

Delegate Evan Hansen 
West Virginia 

Delegate John Doyle 
West Virginia 

Delegate Rodney Pyles 
West Virginia 

Representative Greta Neubauer 
Wisconsin 

Representative Katrina Shankland 
Wisconsin 

Representative Mike Yin 
Wyoming 

 

 


