
December 22, 2025 
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20460 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) 
441 G St., NW, Washington, DC 20314-1000 
 
Dear Administrator Zeldin and Lieutenant General Graham, 

We, the undersigned state legislators, urge the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to reconsider the proposed update to the 
definition of the “Waters of the United States” rule, and retain current protections for our 
waterways and wetlands as opposed to eliminating them. 

In summary, this proposed rule: 

●​ Could result in a monumental loss of critical natural infrastructure, thereby 
compromising important safeguards for natural disasters and adding billions of 
dollars in preventable costs.  

●​ Could create uncertainty and an unnecessary burden on states to navigate a 
new legal landscape without adequate resources. 

●​ Could threaten clean drinking water for millions of Americans. 
●​ Directly opposes the nearly ubiquitous public opinion that protecting our 

streams, rivers, and lakes is important. 

The Benefits of Protected Waterways 
Often referred to as “nature’s kidneys,” our nation’s waterways and wetlands provide 
myriad benefits, including: natural protection against flooding, clean water filtration for 
our communities, and immense hunting and fishing outdoor opportunities — services 
that bring billions of dollars in both savings and revenue. Research highlighted by 
NOAA showed that coastal wetlands save communities $23 billion each year in storm 
protections, and in 2018 alone, anglers generated more than $72 billion in sales impacts 
and supported 470,000 U.S. jobs.  
 
The Impacts of the Proposed WOTUS Definition Update 
Early estimates suggest the “Updated Definition of ‘Waters of the United States’” Rule 
could result in the loss of over 80% of wetlands nationwide, stripping away natural 
protective infrastructure, as well as reducing hunting and fishing outdoor recreation 
activities, especially for migrating waterfowl and certain fish species.  
 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-army-corps-unveil-clear-durable-wotus-proposal
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/5-reasons-why-we-love-wetlands
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/coastal-wetland-habitat#benefits-of-coastal-wetlands
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/34e4/7e74e74d6ad09ff5e7c83e82d07c21b54dd5.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/coastal-wetland-habitat#benefits-of-coastal-wetlands
https://www.nrdc.org/press-releases/new-report-reveals-massive-loss-wetland-protections-after-supreme-courts-sackett
https://www.regulations.gov/document/EPA-HQ-OW-2025-0322-0001


The proposed Rule places a greater burden on states to protect wetlands and 
waterways with fewer resources, expertise, or legal authority. An even greater burden 
would sit on state administrators to sift through permit applications using unclear 
definitions to determine which waters are protected and which are not.  
 
In Alaska, for example, few wetlands both touch another protected waterway and have 
surface water throughout the wet season. In Louisiana, researchers estimate the state 
is at risk of losing close to 3,000 square miles — more than twice the size of Rhode 
Island — over the next 50 years, without dedicated actions to protect coastal wetlands. 

Robust clean water protections are also critical to prevent loss of clean and safe water; 
the proposed rule would roll back these protections, thereby threatening the health and 
safety of our constituents. After recent federal rollbacks, the current “Waters of the 
United States” Rule is already limiting clean water access. Protections are incredibly 
popular across the country; across the nation, 94% of Americans say that protecting our 
streams, rivers, and lakes is important. 

As state legislators, we encourage the EPA and Army Corps to listen to Americans who 
are demanding strong water protections. The proposed rule falls short of meeting the 
needs and protections of communities, ecosystems, and waterways across the United 
States. We strongly urge the EPA and U.S. Army Corps not to pursue the proposed rule 
to update the WOTUS definition and to retain current protections for our waterways. 

Sincerely,  

Illinois Representative Sonya Harper 
(IL-006) 
 
 

Arizona Senator Brian Fernandez 
(AZ-23) 

Arizona Senator Lauren Kuby 
(AZ-8) 

Colorado Representative Elizabeth Velasco 
(CO-57) 

Colorado Representative Junie Joseph 
(CO-10) 

Colorado Representative Karen McCormick 
(CO-11) 

Colorado Representative Lesley Smith 
(CO-49) 

Colorado Representative Lorena Garcia 
(CO-35) 

Colorado Senator Cathy Kipp 
(CO-14) 

Colorado Senator Chris Kolker 
(CO-16) 

Colorado Senator Judy Amabile 
(CO-18) 

https://narf.org/headwaters-report/tribal-water-field-notes/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/12/09/as-louisiana-loses-land-tribes-fight-to-protect-their-communities-00680648
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/about-us/newsroom/poll-shows-near-universal-support-for-protecting-water-in-our-nations-lakes-streams-and-rivers


Colorado Senator Katie Wallace 
(CO-17) 

Connecticut Representative Aimee 
Berger-Girvalo 
(CT-111) 

Connecticut Representative Anne Hughes 
(CT-135) 

Connecticut Representative Geraldo Reyes 
(CT-75) 

Connecticut Senator Bob Duff 
(CT-25) 

Connecticut Senator Julie Kushner 
(CT-24) 

Delaware Senator Stephanie Hansen 
(DE-10) 

Florida Representative Lindsay Cross 
(FL-60) 

Georgia Representative Kim Schofield 
(GA-63) 

Georgia Representative Lydia Glaize 
(GA-67) 

Georgia Representative Mary Frances Williams 
(GA-37) 

Hawaii Representative Amy Perruso 
(HI-46) 

Hawaii Representative Della Au Belatti 
(HI-26) 

Hawaii Representative Kanani Souza 
(HI-43) 

Hawaii Representative Kim Iwamoto 
(HI-25) 

Hawaii Representative Lisa Marten 
(HI-51) 

Hawaii Representative Matthias Kusch 
(HI-1) 

Hawaii Senator Carol Fukunaga 
(HI-11) 

Hawaii Senator Karl Rhoads 
(HI-13) 

Hawaii Senator Lorraine Inouye 
(HI-1) 

Illinois Representative Sonya Harper 
(IL-6) 

Indiana Representative Matt Pierce 
(IN-61) 

Iowa Senator Art Staed 
(IA-40) 

Maine Representative Allison Hepler 
(ME-49) 

Maine Representative Amy Kuhn 
(ME-111) 

Maine Representative Ann Matlack 
(ME-43) 

Maine Representative Anne-Marie Mastraccio 
(ME-142) 

Maine Representative Arthur Bell 
(ME-103) 

Maine Representative Christina Mitchell 
(ME-110) 

Maine Representative D. Michael Ray 
(ME-40) 

Maine Representative Daniel Ankeles 
(ME-100) 

Maine Representative Daniel Sayre 
(ME-135) 

Maine Representative Daniel Shagoury Maine Representative Flavia DeBrito 



(ME-55) (ME-64) 

Maine Representative Gary Friedmann 
(ME-14) 

Maine Representative Holly Sargent 
(ME-147) 

Maine Representative Janice Dodge 
(ME-39) 

Maine Representative Julia McCabe 
(ME-93) 

Maine Representative Kelly Murphy 
(ME-125) 

Maine Representative Kristi Mathieson 
(ME-151) 

Maine Representative Laurie Osher 
(ME-25) 

Maine Representative Lori Gramlich 
(ME-131) 

Maine Representative Matt Moonen 
(ME-117) 

Maine Representative Matthew Beck 
(ME-122) 

Maine Representative Parnell Terry 
(ME-108) 

Maine Representative Poppy Arford 
(ME-101) 

Maine Representative Sean Faircloth 
(ME-24) 

Maine Representative Sharon Frost 
(ME-58) 

Maine Representative Valli Geiger 
(ME-42) 

Maine Representative William Bridgeo 
(ME-60) 

Maine Representative William Pluecker 
(ME-44) 

Maine Senator Denise Tepler 
(ME-24) 

Maine Senator Henry Ingwersen 
(ME-32) 

Maine Senator Peggy Rotundo 
(ME-21) 

Maine Senator Rachel Talbot Ross 
(ME-28) 

Maryland Delegate Bonnie Cullison 
(MD-19) 

Maryland Delegate Julie Palakovich Carr 
(MD-17) 

Maryland Delegate Linda Foley 
(MD-15) 

Maryland Delegate Sheila Ruth 
(MD-044B) 

Massachusetts Senator Michael Moore 
(MA-8) 

Minnesota Representative Dave Pinto 
(MN-064B) 

Minnesota Representative Kari Rehrauer 
(MN-035B) 

Minnesota Representative Katie Jones 
(MN-061A) 

Minnesota Senator Mary Kunesh 
(MN-39) 

Mississippi Senator Hillman Frazier 
(MS-27) 

Missouri Representative Bridget Walsh 
Moore 
(MO-93) 



Montana Senator Mary Ann Dunwell 
(MT-42) 

New Hampshire Representative David 
Preece 
(NH-76) 

New Hampshire Representative Susan Almy 
(NH-058F) 

New Mexico Representative Andrea Romero 
(NM-46) 

New Mexico Representative Elizabeth Thomson 
(NM-24) 

New Mexico Senator Elizabeth Stefanics 
(NM-39) 

New York Assembly Member Linda Rosenthal 
(NY-67) 

New York Senator Liz Krueger 
(NY-28) 

North Carolina Representative Pricey Harrison 
(NC-61) 

North Carolina Representative Renee Price 
(NC-50) 

Oklahoma Senator Mary Boren 
(OK-16) 

Puerto Rico Senator Ada Alvarez Conde 
(PR-0) 

Rhode Island Representative Arthur Handy 
(RI-18) 

Rhode Island Representative David Bennett 
(RI-20) 

Rhode Island Representative Jennifer Boylan 
(RI-66) 

Rhode Island Senator Alana DiMario 
(RI-36) 

Rhode Island Senator Dawn Euer 
(RI-13) 

South Dakota Senator Liz Larson 
(SD-10) 

Vermont Representative Barbara Rachelson 
(VT-31) 

Vermont Representative Larry Satcowitz 
(VT-63) 

Vermont Representative Sarah Austin 
(VT-36) 

Vermont Senator Anne Watson 
(VT-11) 

Washington Representative Cindy Ryu 
(WA-32) 

Wisconsin Senator James Wall 
(WI-30) 

Wisconsin Senator Jodi Sinykin 
(WI-8) 

Wisconsin Senator Mark Spreitzer 
(WI-15) 

 
 


