
October 4, 2023

The Honorable Willie L. Phillips, James Danly, Allison Clements, and Mark C. Christie
Commissioners
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First St, NE
Washington, DC 20426

Dear Acting Chairman Phillips and Commissioners Danly, Clements, and Christie,

We are writing to urge the Commission to strengthen and finalize its regional transmission planning
rule. The headlines from this summer of drought, floods, storms, and extreme heat have threatened
grid instability constantly; however, the grid has beaten the odds time and time again due to the
widespread adoption of renewable energy. In order for this trend to continue, it is critical that the
power from renewable energy has the means to reach the areas that need it the most. So far,
transmission build out has been woefully unprepared to meet that need.

We as state legislators work diligently to ensure that our constituents have reliable, affordable, and
clean electricity. Under the Federal Power Act these resource choices are left to states and we take
this important responsibility seriously. Our efforts are buoyed by the funding created by the
Inflation Reduction Act. However, studies have shown that 80% of the value of the IRA will not be
realized without transmission expansion and to unlock the full emissions reduction potential of the
Inflation Reduction Act, the pace of transmission expansion must more than double the rate over
the last decade.

This is not only a clean energy issue, but an economic one as well. In the Eastern US alone,
expanding and modernizing the transmission grid would unleash up to $7.8 trillion in investment
and generate more than 6 million net new jobs, primarily in rural areas. Expanded transmission is
also critical for increasing reliability of the grid, something we hear from our constituents daily. Our
states suffered the impacts of Winter Storm Elliott and are determined to provide our grids with the
diversity of resources needed to keep the lights on.

Finally, transmission expansion is critical to advancing environmental justice for our most
vulnerable communities. By creating the infrastructure necessary to transmit clean energy across
the country, it will be easier to transition away from the dirtiest fossil fuel plants that
disproportionately pollute communities of color and low-income communities.

It is critical that the transmission system continue to support so many aspects of modern American
life at home and at work. Therefore, we are writing to urge the Commission to finalize its regional
transmission planning rule in Docket No. RM21-17.

The planning rule should require four key features:

1. The multiple benefits relevant in the Federal Power Act need to be incorporated. Putting
benefits into silos and ignoring many of them has contributed to the lack of transmission,
causing congestion and interconnection queue logjams. Successful experiences with
transmission such as MISO’s Multi-Value Projects incorporated multiple benefits including
reliability, not just congestion or public policy alone.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/23/us/texas-heat-solar-energy.html
https://repeatproject.org/docs/REPEAT_IRA_Transmission_2022-09-22.pdf
https://repeatproject.org/docs/REPEAT_IRA_Transmission_2022-09-22.pdf
https://cleanenergygrid.org/why-transmission-matters/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/power-system-benefits-interregional-transmission#:~:text=Transmission%20capacity%20directly%20improves%20grid,locations%20on%20a%20grid%20system.
https://www.csis.org/analysis/power-system-benefits-interregional-transmission#:~:text=Transmission%20capacity%20directly%20improves%20grid,locations%20on%20a%20grid%20system.
https://earthjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/06222023_transmission_whitepaper_final.pdf
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2. A mechanism to resolve disagreements between states on cost allocation. We appreciate the
role of states in the proposal and also recognize cost allocation disagreements can be a
barrier.

3. Plan for the future load and resource mix. Our constituents will be left vulnerable if planners
continue to ignore all of the available projections and information about a changing resource
mix. Growing load from national efforts to bring manufacturing back to the US and plans to
electrify transportation and other sectors also needs to be incorporated to create a realistic
picture of future needs.

4. Incorporation of advanced transmission technologies. High-performance conductors,
dynamic line ratings, topology optimization, and power flow control are all examples of
ways to deliver more power over existing rights of way and transmission assets. Consumers
and those impacted by new rights of way deserve to know that maximum use of existing
assets is being pursued before new rights of way and expensive lines are planned.

We appreciate the efforts of Order 2023 on interconnection and understand there is more work for
the Commission this fall and into next year to fully finalize and implement that order. But that order
does not address the underlying transmission capacity constraints that will continue to limit
economic growth, reliable service, and development of a sustainable resource mix. We recognize
there is a very large record for the Commissioners and staff to process in this docket prior to issuing
a final rule. We look forward to your response and action on this important rule.

Signed,

Maryland Delegate Lorig Charkoudian
(MD-20)

Alabama Representative Jeremy Gray
(AL-83)

Colorado Representative Leslie Herod
(CO-8)

Alaska Representative Zack Fields
(AK-17)

Colorado Representative Junie Joseph
(CO-10)

Alaska Representative Rebecca Himschoot
(AK-2)

Colorado Representative Cathy Kipp
(CO-52)

Alaska Representative Andy Josephson
(AK-13)

Colorado Representative Julie McCluskie
(CO-13)

Alaska Senator Scott Kawasaki
(AK-P)

Colorado Representative Tammy Story
(CO-25)

Arizona Representative Mariana Sandoval
(AZ-23)

Colorado Representative Brianna Titone
(CO-27)

Arizona Representative Stephanie Stahl Hamilton
(AZ-21)

Colorado Representative Elizabeth Velasco
(CO-57)

Colorado Representative Andrew Boesenecker
(CO-53)

Colorado Representative Stephanie Vigil
(CO-16)

Colorado Representative Kyle Brown
(CO-12)

Colorado Representative Steven Woodrow
(CO-2)

Colorado Representative Ruby Dickson
(CO-37)

Colorado Senator Chris Hansen
(CO-31)
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Connecticut Representative Raghib Allie-Brennan
(CT-2)

Illinois Representative Will Guzzardi
(IL-39)

Connecticut Representative Lucy Dathan
(CT-142)

Illinois Senator Laura Fine
(IL-9)

Connecticut Representative Jane Garibay
(CT-60)

Illinois Senator Mattie Hunter
(IL-3)

Connecticut Representative David Michel
(CT-146)

Indiana Representative Matt Pierce
(IN-61)

Connecticut Representative Kevin Ryan
(CT-139)

Iowa Representative Art Staed
(IA-80)

Connecticut Representative Jonathan Steinberg
(CT-136)

Iowa Senator Eric Giddens
(IA-38)

Delaware Representative Paul Baumbach
(DE-23)

Maine Representative Poppy Arford
(ME-101)

Delaware Representative Madinah Wilson-Anton
(DE-26)

Maine Representative Rebecca Jauch
(ME-51)

Delaware Senator Stephanie Hansen
(DE-10)

Maine Representative Walter Runte
(ME-146)

Florida Representative Lindsay Cross
(FL-60)

Maine Representative Sophia Warren
(ME-124)

Florida Representative Anna Eskamani
(FL-42)

Maine Representative Stanley Zeigler
(ME-40)

Georgia Representative Marvin Lim
(GA-98)

Maine Senator Stacy Brenner
(ME-30)

Georgia Representative Kim Schofield
(GA-63)

Maine Senator Nicole Grohoski
(ME-7)

Georgia Representative Mandisha Thomas
(GA-65)

Maryland Delegate Nick Allen
(MD-8)

Georgia Representative Mary Frances Williams
(GA-37)

Maryland Delegate Heather Bagnall
(MD-33C)

Hawaii Representative Nicole Lowen
(HI-7)

Maryland Delegate J. Sandy Bartlett
(MD-32)

Hawaii Representative Amy Perruso
(HI-46)

Maryland Delegate Jon Cardin
(MD-11B)

Hawaii Senator Lorraine Inouye
(HI-1)

Maryland Delegate Charlotte Crutchfield
(MD-19)

Hawaii Senator Chris Lee
(HI-25)

Maryland Delegate Bonnie Cullison
(MD-19)

Hawaii Senator Karl Rhoads
(HI-13)

Maryland Delegate Eric Ebersole
(MD-44A)

Idaho Representative Ilana Rubel
(ID-18)

Maryland Delegate Elizabeth Embry
(MD-43A)
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Maryland Delegate Diana Fennell
(MD-47A)

Maryland Delegate Cheryl Pasteur
(MD-11A)

Maryland Delegate Linda Foley
(MD-15)

Maryland Delegate Edith Patterson
(MD-28)

Maryland Delegate Catherine Forbes
(MD-43B)

Maryland Delegate Joseline Pena-Melnyk
(MD-21)

Maryland Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo
(MD-15)

Maryland Delegate Andrew Pruski
(MD-33A)

Maryland Delegate Brooke Grossman
(MD-2B)

Maryland Delegate Lily Qi
(MD-15)

Maryland Delegate Pam Guzzone
(MD-13)

Maryland Delegate Pam Queen
(MD-14)

Maryland Delegate Anne Healey
(MD-22)

Maryland Delegate Mike Rogers
(MD-32)

Maryland Delegate Terri Hill
(MD-12A)

Maryland Delegate Sheila Ruth
(MD-44B)

Maryland Delegate R. Julian Ivey
(MD-47A)

Maryland Delegate Emily Shetty
(MD-18)

Maryland Delegate Andre Johnson
(MD-34A)

Maryland Delegate Gary Simmons
(MD-12B)

Maryland Delegate Dana Jones
(MD-30A)

Maryland Delegate Karen Simpson
(MD-3)

Maryland Delegate Aaron Kaufman
(MD-18)

Maryland Delegate Jared Solomon
(MD-18)

Maryland Delegate Kenneth Kerr
(MD-3)

Maryland Delegate Dana Stein
(MD-11B)

Maryland Delegate Marc Korman
(MD-16)

Maryland Delegate Deni Taveras
(MD-47B)

Maryland Delegate Mary Lehman
(MD-21)

Maryland Delegate Jen Terrasa
(MD-13)

Maryland Delegate Robbyn Lewis
(MD-46)

Maryland Delegate Kriselda Valderrama
(MD-26)

Maryland Delegate Jeffrie Long
(MD-27B)

Maryland Delegate Courtney Watson
(MD-9B)

Maryland Delegate Sara Love
(MD-16)

Maryland Delegate Jennifer White
(MD-10)

Maryland Delegate Aletheia McCaskill
(MD-44B)

Maryland Delegate Jheanelle Wilkins
(MD-20)

Maryland Delegate David Moon
(MD-20)

Maryland Delegate Sarah Wolek
(MD-16)

Maryland Delegate Julie Palakovich Carr
(MD-17)

Maryland Delegate Jamila Woods
(MD-26)
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Maryland Delegate Chao Wu
(MD-9A)

Michigan Representative Laurie Pohutsky
(MI-17)

Maryland Delegate Natalie Ziegler
(MD-9A)

Minnesota Representative Emma Greenman
(MN-63B)

Maryland Senator Pamela Beidle
(MD-32)

Minnesota Representative Rick Hansen
(MN-53B)

Maryland Senator Benjamin Brooks
(MD-10)

Minnesota Representative Kaohly Her
(MN-64A)

Maryland Senator Brian Feldman
(MD-15)

Minnesota Representative Larry Kraft
(MN-46A)

Maryland Senator Katie Hester
(MD-9)

Minnesota Representative Jamie Long
(MN-61B)

Maryland Senator Shelly Hettleman
(MD-11)

Minnesota Representative Jerry Newton
(MN-35B)

Maryland Senator Clarence Lam
(MD-12)

Minnesota Senator Robert Kupec
(MN-4)

Maryland Senator Karen Lewis Young
(MD-3)

Mississippi Senator Hillman Frazier
(MS-27)

Maryland Senator C. Anthony Muse
(MD-26)

Mississippi Senator Joseph Thomas
(MS-22)

Maryland Senator Jim Rosapepe
(MD-21)

Missouri Representative LaDonna Appelbaum
(MO-71)

Maryland Senator William Smith
(MD-20)

Montana Senator Mary Ann Dunwell
(MT-42)

Maryland Senator Jeff Waldstreicher
(MD-18)

Montana Senator Janet Ellis
(MT-41)

Massachusetts Representative David LeBoeuf
(MA-17th Worcester)

Montana Senator Christopher Pope
(MT-31)

Massachusetts Representative Steven Owens
(MA-29th Middlesex)

Nevada Assembly Member Erica Mosca
(NV-14)

Massachusetts Representative Angelo Puppolo
(MA-12th Hampden)

Nevada Assembly Member Howard Watts
(NV-15)

Massachusetts Representative Lindsay Sabadosa
(MA-1st Hampshire))

New Hampshire Representative Tony Caplan
(NH-8)

Massachusetts Senator James Eldridge
(MA-Middlesex and Worcester)

New Hampshire Representative Sherry Dutzy
(NH-6)

Massachusetts Senator John Keenan
(MA-Norfolk and Plymouth)

New Hampshire Representative Henry Noel
(NH-5)

Massachusetts Senator Paul Mark
(MA-Berkshire, Hampden, Franklin and Hampshire)

New Hampshire Representative Lucius Parshall
(NH-8)

Massachusetts Senator Michael Moore
(MA-Second Worcester)

New Hampshire Representative Ellen Read
(NH-10)
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New Hampshire Representative Peter Schmidt
(NH-14)

Ohio Representative Mary Lightbody
(OH-4)

New Hampshire Senator Rebecca Perkins Kwoka
(NH-21)

Ohio Representative Daniel Troy
(OH-23)

New Hampshire Senator David Watters
(NH-4)

Oklahoma Senator Mary Boren
(OK-16)

New Jersey Senator Bob Smith
(NJ-17)

Oklahoma Senator George Young
(OK-48)

NewMexico Representative Natalie Figueroa
(NM-30)

Oregon Representative Khanh Pham
(OR-46)

NewMexico Representative Joy Garratt
(NM-29)

Oregon Senator Michael Dembrow
(OR-23)

NewMexico Representative Andrea Romero
(NM-46)

Oregon Senator James Manning
(OR-7)

NewMexico Representative Debra Sarinana
(NM-21)

Oregon Senator Janeen Sollman
(OR-15)

NewMexico Senator Harold Pope
(NM-23)

Pennsylvania Representative Danielle Otten
(PA-155)

NewMexico Senator Antoinette Sedillo Lopez
(NM-16)

Pennsylvania Representative Christopher Rabb
(PA-200)

NewMexico Senator Mimi Stewart
(NM-17)

Pennsylvania Representative Mandy Steele
(PA-33)

NewMexico Senator Bill Tallman
(NM-18)

Pennsylvania Representative Greg Vitali
(PA-166)

New York Assembly Member Fred Thiele
(NY-1)

Pennsylvania Senator Lindsey Williams
(PA-38)

New York Assembly Member Monica Wallace
(NY-143)

Rhode Island Representative David Bennett
(RI-20)

North Carolina Representative John Autry
(NC-100)

Rhode Island Representative Jennifer Boylan
(RI-66)

North Carolina Representative Pricey Harrison
(NC-61)

Rhode Island Representative Lauren Carson
(RI-75)

North Carolina Representative Renee Price
(NC-50)

Rhode Island Representative Terri Cortvriend
(RI-72)

North Carolina Representative Julie Von Haefen
(NC-36)

Rhode Island Representative Leonela Felix
(RI-61)

North Carolina Senator Mujtaba Mohammed
(NC-38)

Rhode Island Representative Arthur Handy
(RI-18)

North Dakota Senator Tim Mathern
(ND-11)

Rhode Island Representative Rebecca Kislak
(RI-4)

Ohio Representative Tavia Galonski
(OH-33)

Rhode Island Representative Michelle McGaw
(RI-71)
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Rhode Island Representative David Morales
(RI-7)

Vermont Representative Bobby Farlice-Rubio
(VT-13)

Rhode Island Representative Teresa Tanzi
(RI-34)

Vermont Representative Mary Howard
(VT-74)

Rhode Island Senator Alana DiMario
(RI-36)

Vermont Representative Noah Hyman
(VT-25)

Rhode Island Senator Dawn Euer
(RI-13)

Vermont Representative Stephanie Jerome
(VT-77)

Rhode Island Senator Meghan Kallman
(RI-15)

Vermont Representative James Masland
(VT-108)

Rhode Island Senator Ana Quezada
(RI-2)

Vermont Representative Michael Mrowicki
(VT-93)

South Carolina Representative Annie McDaniel
(SC-41)

Vermont Representative Carol Ode
(VT-35)

South Dakota Representative Kameron Nelson
(SD-10)

Vermont Representative Avram Patt
(VT-58)

Tennessee Representative Vincent Dixie
(TN-54)

Vermont Representative Phil Pouech
(VT-21)

Texas Representative Erin Zwiener
(TX-45)

Vermont Representative Barbara Rachelson
(VT-31)

Utah Representative Gay Bennion
(UT-41)

Vermont Representative Mike Rice
(VT-12)

Utah Representative Joel Briscoe
(UT-24)

Vermont Representative Larry Satcowitz
(VT-63)

Utah Representative Rosemary Lesser
(UT-10)

Vermont Representative Laura Sibilia
(VT-91)

Utah Representative Angela Romero
(UT-25)

Virginia Delegate Kaye Kory
(VA-38)

Utah Senator Nate Blouin
(UT-13)

Virginia Delegate Sam Rasoul
(VA-11)

Vermont Representative Sarah Austin
(VT-36)

Virginia Senator R. Creigh Deeds
(VA-25)

Vermont Representative Tesha Buss
(VT-104)

Virginia Senator Scott Surovell
(VA-36)

Vermont Representative R. Scott Campbell
(VT-16)

Washington Senator Marko Liias
(WA-21)

Vermont Representative Sara Coffey
(VT-90)

Washington Senator Sharon Shewmake
(WA-42)

Vermont Representative Esme Cole
(VT-105)

West Virginia Delegate Evan Hansen
(WV-79)

Vermont Representative Leonora Dodge
(VT-50)

West Virginia Delegate Kayla Young
(WV-56)
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Wisconsin Representative Samba Baldeh
(WI-48)
Wisconsin Representative Shelia Stubbs
(WI-77)
Wisconsin Representative Lisa Subeck
(WI-78)
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