NCEL Fact Sheet

STATE WILDLIFE AGENCY AUTHORITY

AND MISSION FULFILLMENT

Overview

State wildlife agencies have broad responsibilities to conserve
and protect all wildlife for all people, but limited capacity to fulfill

these responsibilities given declines in traditional funding sources,

such as hunting and fishing license sales. At the same time, an

unprecedented loss of biodiversity — driven by climate change,
habitat alteration, and invasive species — is making it even more
challenging for these agencies to fulfill their duties. To adequately
respond to the biodiversity crisis, as well as the rapidly growing
demand for wildlife-based recreation activities besides hunting

and fishing, these agencies will need additional funding, expanded

authority, and governance rooted in diversity and inclusion.

Policy Options

Expand Wildlife Agency Scope and Authority: States
can expand their wildlife agency’s scope and authority to
encompass all members of the animal kingdom (Maine),

encompass invertebrate species like pollinators (Minnesota),
or include plants (California). Additionally, states can
broadly define the recreational activities their wildlife agency
manages, such as by authorizing the agency to “make
decisions that allow for the best social, economic and

recreational utilization of wildlife resources by all user groups.”

(Qregon)

Create Lasting Wildlife Agency Funding Sources: Create
a task force to explore new, diversified, and lasting funding
sources for state wildlife and recreation management
(Oregon), establish a new fund for state wildlife conservation
and provide it with seed money (Louisiana), or re-allocate an
existing sales tax for state wildlife conservation (Georgia).

For more options, see the State Wildlife Agency Funding fact
sheet.

Diversify Wildlife Agency Governance: Ensure that wildlife
commissions and boards consist of people with diverse
backgrounds, knowledge, and experience by improving
criteria for commissioner appointments (see proposals in
New Hampshire and New Mexico). For more options, see the

State Wildlife Commission Appointments and Governance fact

sheet.
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KEY POINTS

> The traditional model of state wildlife
management has mostly focused on
the recovery and conservation of game
species (e.g. waterfowl, elk, deer), yet 98%
of wildlife do not fall in this category and
one-third of wildlife species are at risk for
extinction.

> Globally, 40% of plants and 20% of
invertebrates (e.g. insects, mollusks, etc.)

are at risk of extinction. Despite these
declines, most state wildlife agencies do
not have authority to manage plants or
invertebrates.

> Wildlife agencies allocate at least 60% of
funding to managing hunting and fishing,
yet participation in hunting is declining
and participation in fishing is stable to
declining. Meanwhile, participation in other
forms of outdoor recreation that involve
wildlife (e.g., wildlife watching, hiking,
paddling, etc.) are skyrocketing.

Other Resources

¢ National Wildlife Federation: \Working Together to
Reverse America’s Wildlife Crisis and Strengthen

State Fish & Wildlife Agencies for the next 100 years

e Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies: Fish
and Wildlife Agency Relevancy Roadmap
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https://www.maine.gov/ifw/fish-wildlife/wildlife/endangered-threatened-species/invertebrates.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/18B.01
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=2062&lawCode=FGC
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_496.012
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2402/Enrolled
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1290102
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/50460
https://www.ncelenviro.org/resources/state-and-wildlife-agency-funding/
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB118/id/2227497
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/17%20Regular/bills/house/HB0254.pdf
https://www.ncelenviro.org/resources/state-wildlife-commission-appointments-and-governance-fact-sheet/
https://www.nwf.org/Latest-News/Press-Releases/2018/03-29-18-Wildlife-Crisis-Report
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/news/2020/september/two-in-five-plants-are-threatened-with-extinction.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature.2012.11341
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature.2012.11341
https://wildlifeforall.us/resources/decline-of-hunting-and-fishing/#:~:text=In%20relative%20numbers%2C%20the%20percentage,percent%20of%20the%20U.S.%20population.
https://www.takemefishing.org/getmedia/eb860c03-2b53-4364-8ee4-c331bb11ddc4/2020-Special-Report-on-Fishing_FINAL_WEB.pdf
https://www.takemefishing.org/getmedia/eb860c03-2b53-4364-8ee4-c331bb11ddc4/2020-Special-Report-on-Fishing_FINAL_WEB.pdf
https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/2021-Outdoor-Participation-Trends-Report.pdf
https://statewildlifetoolkit.nwf.org/
https://statewildlifetoolkit.nwf.org/
https://statewildlifetoolkit.nwf.org/
https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/2515/7547/9977/Fish_Wildlife_Relevancy_Roadmap__Final_12-04-19-lowres.pdf
https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/2515/7547/9977/Fish_Wildlife_Relevancy_Roadmap__Final_12-04-19-lowres.pdf

