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Overview 
Price volatility of fossil fuels and a growing emphasis on reduction of greenhouse gas emissions make electric vehicles (EV) and 
hybrids an attractive alternative to conventional internal combustion engine vehicles. States have utilized multiple policy mechanisms 
to spur deployment and adoption of EVs, capitalizing on benefits to energy security and both environmental and human health.

Policy Options (‘**’ indicates bipartisan support)

Batteries

 � California AB-2832 (enacted 2018): created an Advisory Group to advise the legislature on the recovery and recycling of 
vehicular lithium-ion batteries. The Advisory Group released its draft report with policy recommendations at the end of 2021. 

 � Washington S.B.5144 (enacted 2023): requires each producer selling batteries in or into the state of Washington to participate 
in a state battery stewardship plan and appropriately fund a battery stewardship organization.

Charging Infrastructure and Parking

 � **Colorado HB22-1218 (enacted 2022): required commercial buildings and multifamily residences to include electric vehicle 
charging for at least 10% of the parking spaces if the building is 25,000 square feet or more; etc.

 � **Oregon H.B.2180 (enacted 2021): amends state building code to require that new construction of certain buildings include 
provisions for electrical service capacity for specified percentage of parking spaces.

Electric School Buses

 � Maine L.D. 519 (enacted 2023): requires the Efficiency Maine Trust to design and operate a 2-year vehicle-to-grid pilot project to 
use electric school buses to store energy from the electric grid during times of low demand and low usage rates and discharge 
the stored energy to the grid during times of high demand and high usage rates.

 � Virginia H.B. 2118 (enacted 2021): establishes the Electric Vehicle Grant Fund and Program for the purpose of awarding grants 
to public school divisions for replacing diesel school buses with electric school buses, implementing recharging infrastructure, 
and providing training to support the operation of electric school buses.

Electrifying State Fleets

 � Hawaii S.B.1024 (enacted 2023): establishes a statewide goal to achieve zero emissions across all transportation modes 
(ground, air, and sea) within the state.

 � Nevada A.B.262 (enacted 2023): Requires every employee and department of the State to give preference to automobiles that 
minimize: (1) emissions and (2) the total cost of the automobile over the service life of the automobile; sets a state policy goal to 
transition all publicly-owned vehicles to vehicles which emit zero tailpipe emissions by 2050.

 � Virginia S.B. 575 (enacted 2022): beginning 2023, requires all agencies of the Commonwealth to utilize the total cost of 
ownership calculator prior to purchasing or leasing light-duty vehicles and to purchase electric vehicles unless the calculator 
clearly indicates that purchasing or leasing an internal combustion-engine vehicle has a lower cost of ownership.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB2832
https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/12/Final-Draft-Policy-Recommendations-Lithium-ion-Car-Battery-Recycling-Advisory-Group-AB-2832-As-of-12-13-21-for-public-comment.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5144&Year=2023
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__link.quorum.us_f_a_xs5W8ty1f-2DRI8wzaNs09-2Dg-7E-7E_AACYXwA-7E_RgRkW-2D6sP0QnaHR0cDovL2xlZy5jb2xvcmFkby5nb3YvYmlsbHMvaGIyMi0xMjE4VwNzcGNCCmJxrWl5YoCr-5FL9SGWxpei5zdGVmYW5pY3NAbm1sZWdpcy5nb3ZYBAAAAAA-7E&d=DwMFaQ&c=6z-0Uq7S3p-OhbcSZDlDuw&r=Hi5CF5u7whLQDSHh6eOkga7Qz6Jnavr6kRDMFJSgQ6M&m=_xZ4KTMmbcynFFKz7vlci9-7xFXsBAN0xaiFajIZdrP1jqh4ESw1WDIRr9gRs_4o&s=Xr05X3MivFHg_BRsXhya4Tio-m25vjfw4nFkkIzpun8&e=
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2180
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280085957
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+HB2118
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1024&year=2023
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/82nd2023/Bill/10029/Overview
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+sum+SB575&221+sum+SB575
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Multi-Family Housing Charging

 � Illinois S.B.0040 (enacted 2023): requires a new single-family residence or a small multifamily residence to have at least one 
electric vehicle capable parking space; requires electric vehicle parking spaces for affordable housing and for an existing multi-
unit residential building subject to an association that undertakes renovation.

 � Utah S.B.152 (enacted 2022): Prohibits a community association from prohibiting a unit owner from installing or using a charging 
system.

Incentives

 � Colorado HB 23-1272 (enacted 2023): increases the Colorado EV tax credit from $2,000 to $5,000 for vehicles with a 
manufacturer-suggested retail price under $80,000; creates a state tax credit of $12,000 for medium and heavy-duty electric 
trucks. 

 � Vermont H.433 (enacted 2021): creates a high fuel efficiency vehicle incentive program to provide point-of-sale vouchers 
through the State’s network of community action agencies and set income eligibility for the voucher at 80 percent of the State 
median income.

Rural Access

 � Nebraska L.B.1257 (introduced 2022): appropriates available federal funds to the Nebraska Department of Transportation for 
the purpose of establishing an electric vehicle charging station grant program with a focus on rural areas and areas unserved or 
underserved by charging stations.

 � Virginia H.B. 2282 (enacted 2021): directed the State Corporation Commission to report on policy proposals to accelerate 
transportation electrification specifically in low-income, minority, and rural communities.

 � The U.S. Department of Transportation created “Charging Forward: A Toolkit for Planning and Funding Rural Electric Mobility 
Infrastructure.” and the Electrification Coalition created a report entitled, “Electric Vehicles in Rural Communities.”

Additional Resources
 � NCEL created the Transportation Briefing Book for an in-depth look at transportation policies.

 � The Regulatory Assistance Project has a roadmap for electrifying transportation with legislative and policy guides. 

 � Sierra Club produced AchiEVe: Model Policies to Accelerate Electric Vehicle Adoption.

 � ACEEE has a State Policy Tracker for State Fleet Electrification, and the Electrification Coalition has a State Plug-In Adoption 
Resource Kit for fleet managers and other state government officials.

https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=40&GAID=17&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=142908&SessionID=112&GA=103
https://le.utah.gov/~2022/bills/static/SB0152.html
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb23-1272
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/H.433
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=47384
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+HB2282&212+sum+HB2282
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit
https://electrificationcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/rural-guide.pdf
https://www.ncelenviro.org/resources/transportation-briefing-book/
https://www.raponline.org/ev-roadmap/
https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/2023-01/Final_AchiEVEReport2023.pdf
https://database.aceee.org/state/fleets
https://www.electrificationcoalition.org/spark/
https://www.electrificationcoalition.org/spark/

