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CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE

CONSERVATION

Overview

KEY POINTS

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a fatal neurological

disease that affects cervids (deer, elk, moose, and caribou).

> CWD disease, like many wildlife diseases,
can spread through direct animal-to-animal
contact, via passage of urine, saliva, blood,

contact with these animals, and for Indigenous and other or feces, or through contact with carcasses of

This wildlife disease has raised concern in regards to

its implications for hunters who often come into direct

communities that typically consume cervid meat. Economic infected animals.

impacts have also been reported, with a decline of
> Asof 2020, 26 states have reported cases of

CWD in free-ranging cervids.

Minnesota deer licenses purchased between 2017-2019 in
regions affected by CWD.

>  With the scientific uncertainty surrounding
CWD, some researchers are concerned that
CWD may be able to spread to humans and
other mammals.

Legislation

e In 2017, Congress introduced the Chronic Wasting
>  Attificial congregation of cervids (i.ie. agency

feeding of free-roaming wildlife or in private
funding for CWD research and management efforts. hunting reserves) poses a high risk of CWD

Disease Management Act (HR 4454) to provide additional

and other wildlife disease transmission.
e Montana also passed a bill (SJ. 9) in 2017 that creates an

interim committee to study CWD impacts and strategies

for its control

e Mississippi recently introduced a bill (HB 450) that would Other Resources

require CWD testing of white-tailed deer harvested within
e The Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies

(WAFWA) developed the Recommendations for

any enclosure.

e Minnesota released a Comprehensive Plan in 2017 with Adaptive Management of Chronic Wasting Disease in
more than five bills addressing CWD with a focus on long- the West
term control and prevention. e  Chronic Wasting Disease and Cervidae Regulations in

_ North America - Ml Department of Natural Resources
e In an effort to prevent the spread across state lines, New

Jersey recently introduced A.949 that would prevent the e CWD Fact Sheet - U.S. Department of the Interior

possession of deer or elk originating from outside the e The U.S. Department of the Interior's 2002 National

State. Chronic Wasting Disease Plan

e The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s CWD Cervid
Herd Certification Program

e  For more information, contact Ruth Musgrave at ruth@
ncelenviro.org

NCEL

National Caucus of
Environmental Legislators 202.744.1006 - www.ncelenviro.org « 1100 H St NW, Suite 600 « Washington, DC 20005


https://wafwa.org/
https://wafwa.org/wpdm-package/recommendations-for-adaptive-management-of-chronic-wasting-disease-in-the-west/?wpdmdl=5531&refresh=6169f6574c7f51634334295
https://wafwa.org/wpdm-package/recommendations-for-adaptive-management-of-chronic-wasting-disease-in-the-west/?wpdmdl=5531&refresh=6169f6574c7f51634334295
https://wafwa.org/wpdm-package/recommendations-for-adaptive-management-of-chronic-wasting-disease-in-the-west/?wpdmdl=5531&refresh=6169f6574c7f51634334295
https://www.outdooralabama.com/sites/default/files/Wildlife/Diseases/CWD/CWDRegstableState-Province_Fall18.pdf
https://www.outdooralabama.com/sites/default/files/Wildlife/Diseases/CWD/CWDRegstableState-Province_Fall18.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1103/upload/CWD-PublicInfoDoc-2.pdf
http://cwd-info.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Federal-Plan-for-Assisting-States-Federal-Agencies-and-Tribes-2002.pdf
http://cwd-info.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Federal-Plan-for-Assisting-States-Federal-Agencies-and-Tribes-2002.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/cervid/cervids-cwd/cervids-voluntary-hcp
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/cervid/cervids-cwd/cervids-voluntary-hcp
mailto:ruth%40ncelenviro.org?subject=
mailto:ruth%40ncelenviro.org?subject=
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/4454
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2017/senjoint/SJ0009_x.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2017/senjoint/SJ0009_x.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a3392be8f85f334a1a832810c/files/c9260951-2105-45b7-b9d0-20f04323919b/Handout_for_CWD_press_conference_FINAL.pdf
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2020/Bills/A1000/949_I1.pdf
http://cwd-info.org/faq/
https://www.cdc.gov/prions/cwd/index.html
http://cwd-info.org/faq/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/cwd.htm

