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Overview 

The blue economy is defined as the sustainable use of 
ocean resources for economic growth. Not all ocean-based 
activities fall under the definition of blue economy, but only 
those that protect coastal resources. At the state level, 
legislators can enact policies that incentivize innovation, 
conservation, and community engagement to drive a 
sustainable economy while promoting ocean health. 
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Policy Strategies 
1. Incentivize Innovation and Research to Restore and Conserve Spaces that Drive the Blue Economy 

Encourage scientific research: e.g. ME LD 336 encourages research to support offshore wind 
development in Maine.

Establish a task force to study coastal ecosystem services: e.g. VA SB 1374 establishes an 
intergovernmental taskforce to study and submit a report on how to use state land and marine resources 
for carbon sequestration.

Identify knowledge gaps: e.g. CA AB 1279 would require partnerships between private and nonprofit 
entities to bring sustainable kelp to the coastal waters of the state and to identify critical knowledge gaps 
related to kelp forest ecosystems.

2. Establish A Specialized Task force, Council, or Office

Establish an “Office of Blue Economy” that can drive the blue economy to its full economic, 
social, and environmental potential: at least 16 states have created offices of outdoor recreation, task 
forces, or policy advisors to bolster economic development and the outdoor recreation economy while 
promoting health and wellness, ensuring conservation of public lands and waters, and serving as a hub for 
partnerships between businesses, stakeholders and government.

Establish an office to support innovative industries: e.g. VA HB 234 establishes the Division of Offshore 
Wind and gives it the power and responsibility to coordinate state agencies’ activities related to offshore 
wind, ensure stakeholder engagement, and develop programs to prepare the workforce for the industry and 
to create employment opportunities. 

Create a business council:
• California established a Blue Business Council, a network of business partners who collaborate 

on protecting and maintaining California’s waterways and recognize that clean water is vital to 
the state’s economy, public health, and recreation. 

• Michigan also established a Blue Economy Council.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/infographic/2017/06/06/blue-economy
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078540
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+SB1374&212+sum+SB1374
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1279
https://outdoorindustry.org/advocacy/state-local-issues/state-offices-outdoor-recreation/
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+HB234&201+sum+HB234
http://www.bluebizcouncil.org/index.html
https://michiganblueeconomy.org/blue-education-and-innovation/


3. Create Incentives and Funding Mechanisms 

Create a community incentives program: e.g. MA HD 4379 would establish a “Blue Communities 
Program” that (1) incentivizes local action on nutrient pollution and ocean acidification; (2) sets guidelines 
for communities to qualify as a “Blue Community;” and (3) establishes a fund for the Program. 

Allocate funding specifically for coastal restoration and conservation:
• OR HB 3114 allocates funding to various state agencies for projects to monitor and reduce 

ocean acidification and to revitalize affected marine ecosystems.  
• WA SB 5126 allocates funding under the state Climate Investment Account for projects that will 

help remediate and adapt to the impacts of ocean acidification. 
• RI SB 35 establishes the Ocean State Climate Adaptation and Resilience (OSCAR) fund as 

a long-term source of grant funding to allow coastal cities and towns to implement climate 
resilience projects.
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For more information on the Blue Economy and relevent policy options please contact Ava Ibanez, NCEL’s 
Ocean Fellow, at ava@ncelenviro.org

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/HD4379
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3114
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5126&Year=2021
https://status.rilegislature.gov/bill_history_report.aspx?year=2021&bills=35
mailto:ava%40ncelenviro.org?subject=

