
Overview 

The offshore wind industry has been slow to take hold in the United States 
but is now gaining momentum among policymakers and financiers. The 
success of Block Island Wind Farm, the United States’ first operational 
offshore wind farm located off the coast of Rhode Island, and a growing 
demand for renewable energy are signs of new potential for development. 
With the right policy drivers and a robust stakeholder engagement 
process, coastal and Great Lakes states can harness the economic 
potential of offshore wind to create jobs and produce clean, renewable 
energy for years to come. 

Legislation 

• Rhode Island H 8083 (2010) established the construction Block 
Island Wind Farm demonstration project. The state is planning on 
building more offshore wind farms and awarded a 400 MW contract 
to Deepwater Wind in 2018.

• New Jersey’s S 2036 (2010), the Offshore Wind Development Act, 
requires the state to support 1,100 MW of offshore wind power and 
established an Offshore Wind Renewable Energy Credits program. 

• Maryland HB 226 (2013) added offshore wind to the state’s RPS and 
established financing support for projects in the form of Offshore 
Wind Renewable Energy Credits. 

• Massachusetts HB 4568 (2016) established a dedicated offshore 
wind requirement for the state’s electric power distribution 
companies equal to approximately 1,600 megawatts of capacity by 
no later than June 30, 2027. 

• Virginia SB 577 (2010) established an Offshore Wind Development 
Authority to facilitate, coordinate, and support development of the 
offshore wind energy industry, projects, and supply chain vendors.

• Illinois HB 2753 (2013) authorized research on the viability of offshore 
wind in Lake Michigan and the creation of permits and leases for 
suitable sites.

    U.S. offshore wind could generate nearly 
double the nation’s current electricity use. 
(U.S. Department of Energy)

    Full deployment of offshore wind could 
provide $440 million in annual lease 
payments, $680 million in annual property 
tax payments, and up to 160,000 jobs. (U.S. 
Departments of Energy & Interior)

    Offshore wind will cut greenhouse gas 
emissions, reducing impacts on climate 
and human health. (American Wind Energy 
Association) 

    Offshore wind farms can act as marine 
preservation areas and support greater 
biodiversity. (MIT Technology Review) 

KEY POINTS

Other Resources 

• NCSL’s Offshore Wind on the Horizon brief 
outlines policies on offshore wind. 

• Center for American Progress’s report details 
how State Policies Can Unleash U.S. Commercial 
Offshore Wind Development. 

• U.S. Department of Energy’s WINDExchange 
platform provides resources and tools to help 
make wind development decisions. 

• NREL created a map showing the mean annual 
wind resource in coastal waters. 
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http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText10/HouseText10/H8083Aaa.pdf
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/Bills/S2500/2036_R2.HTM
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2013RS/Chapters_noln/CH_3_hb0226e.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/189/House/H4568
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?101+ful+CHAP0681
http://ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=09800HB2753enr&GA=98&SessionId=85&DocTypeId=HB&LegID=74567&DocNum=2753&GAID=12&Session=&print=true
https://www.energy.gov/eere/articles/computing-america-s-offshore-wind-energy-potential
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2016/09/f33/National-Offshore-Wind-Strategy-report-09082016.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2016/09/f33/National-Offshore-Wind-Strategy-report-09082016.pdf
https://cleanpower.org/facts/wind-power/
https://cleanpower.org/facts/wind-power/
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/608930/first-evidence-that-offshore-wind-farms-are-changing-the-oceans/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources/offshore-wind-on-the-horizon.aspx
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2017/09/18/439078/state-policies-can-unleash-u-s-commercial-offshore-wind-development/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2017/09/18/439078/state-policies-can-unleash-u-s-commercial-offshore-wind-development/
https://windexchange.energy.gov/
https://www.nrel.gov/wind/offshore-resource-characterization.html

