
Overview 

This year the Biden-Harris Administration placed a moratorium on new 
oil and gas leasing in federal waters through a sweeping executive 
order. This policy represents a monumental shift from the Trump 
administration’s rollbacks to offshore drilling protections and proposals to 
open up more than 90 percent of the coastline to oil and gas exploration 
and construction. While the Biden-Harris Administration’s commitment 
to act on climate is encouraging, now is the time for states to act and 
permanently block offshore drilling off their coasts through resolutions, 
bans in state waters, restrictions on seismic testing, and strict liability 
laws. 

Policy Models 

Bans
•	 State legislators opposed to offshore drilling can introduce outright 

bans preventing drilling within state waters.
•	 Active Legislation: Connecticut (S.B.8), Florida (H.B. 283), 

Hawaii (H.B.1227, S.B.1006, S.B. 370), Massachusetts 
(S.D.1707), South Carolina (S.B.0119).

•	 Enacted Legislation: California (S.B.834, A.B.1775), Delaware 
(S.B. 200), Maine (L.D. 955), New Hampshire (S.B.76), New 
Jersey (A.839), New York (A.2572), Oregon (S.B.256), Virginia 
(HB 1016; SB 795). 

Restrictions
•	 State legislators opposed to offshore drilling can also introduce other 

types of legislation to block new and existing offshore drilling, like 
restrictions on seismic testing or strict liability laws
•	 Active Legislation: Alaska (HB 33), Connecticut (H.B.5625), 

South Carolina (H.B.3935).
•	 Enacted Legislation: Maryland (H.B.1456).

Resolutions
•	 State legislatures can issue resolutions documenting their opposition 

to offshore drilling in federal waters. These resolutions influence the 
federal government’s policy and actions. 
•	 Enacted Legislation: California (A.J.R.29), Delaware (S.S. 1), 

New Jersey (S.R.29), Rhode Island (S.R.2360).

   �Spills: Offshore drilling threatens entire 
marine ecosystems and the associated 
livelihoods. Exploration and drilling can have 
negative long-lasting impacts on the marine 
environment and coastal communities. 
(Surfrider)

   �Infrastructure: Offshore drilling requires 
massive amounts of onshore infrastructure. 
This infrastructure usually occupies wetlands 
and beaches, and diminishes the ecosystem 
services that these habitats offer to onshore 
communities, including protection against 
sea level rise and shoreline stabilization. 
(Beachapedia)

   �Climate: There are alternative forms of clean 
energy that are competitive and can provide 
power to coastal communities without the 
risks and detriments associated with offshore 
drilling. (Center for American Progress)

KEY POINTS

Other Resources 

•	 Southern Environmental Law Center study 
documents the impact of offshore drilling in the 
South Atlantic. 

•	 Map detailing the location of every oil spill and 
incident where NOAA’s Office of Response and 
Restoration provided scientific support for the 
response.

•	 For more, visit NCEL’s Offshore Drilling webpage 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-on-tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-on-tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-drilling-offshore/trump-administration-aims-to-open-nearly-all-u-s-offshore-waters-to-drilling-idUSKBN1ET1OW
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=SB8&which_year=2021
https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/283
https://capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1227&year=2021
https://capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1006&year=2021
https://capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=370&year=2021
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/SD1707
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=119&session=124&summary=B
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB834
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1775
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=26637
http://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280072025
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bill_status.aspx?lsr%3D900%26sy%3D2019&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1632442477722000&usg=AOvVaw3AdTP8jicPp1bIEJChgafA
https://legiscan.com/NJ/text/A839/id/1683335
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A2572&term=2019
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/SB256
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+HB1016
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+SB795&201+sum+SB795
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Text/32?Hsid=HB0033A
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB5625&which_year=2021
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/bills/3935.htm
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/legislation/details/hb1456?ys=2018rs
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AJR29
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=26877
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=SR29
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText18/SenateText18/S2360.pdf
https://www.surfrider.org/coastal-blog/entry/seven-years-after-deepwater-horizon
http://www.beachapedia.org/Offshore_Oil_Drilling#cite_note-19
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2018/04/02/448673/offshore-wind-means-blue-collar-jobs-coastal-states/
https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads/audio/Center_for_the_Blue_Economy_Atlantic_Offshore_Drilling.pdf
https://incidentnews.noaa.gov/map
https://www.ncelenviro.org/issues/offshore-drilling/

