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The Farm Bill
The farm bill is the primary legislation governing the nation’s food, farms, and farming systems, written by House and Senate Agriculture
Committees and is reauthorized about every 5 years.
•

The bill is broken down into 12 different “Titles,” including a Conservation Title, which contains numerous voluntary programs vital
to protecting water quality, as well as soil health, and wildlife habitat. Funding and structure of these major programs may be cut or
changed in 2018.

•

Examples include:
•

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program – Farmers are reimbursed on a one-time basis for the cost of implementing onfarm conservation practices. Acts as a good introduction to conservation.

•

The Conservation Stewardship Program – Largest conservation program geared towards farmers who are exceptional
environmental stewards. Farmers enroll entire farm to receive financial assistance long-term for maintaining conservation
practices and implementing new ones.

•

The Conservation Reserve Program – Provides farmers with a rental payment in exchange for protecting environmentally
sensitive land on their farms.

•

Conservation supported through programs include: Cover crops, low/no-till, rotational grazing, & buffer strips.
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