NCEL Fact Sheet

FEDERAL CLEAN WATER UPDATES

The Farm Bill

ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH

The farm bill is the primary legislation governing the nation’s food, farms, and farming systems, written by House and Senate Agriculture

Committees and is reauthorized about every 5 years.

e The bill is broken down into 12 different “Titles,” including a Conservation Title, which contains numerous voluntary programs vital

to protecting water quality, as well as soil health, and wildlife habitat. Funding and structure of these major programs may be cut or

changed in 2018.

e Examples include:

e The Environmental Quality Incentives Program — Farmers are reimbursed on a one-time basis for the cost of implementing on-

farm conservation practices. Acts as a good introduction to conservation.

e The Conservation Stewardship Program — Largest conservation program geared towards farmers who are exceptional

environmental stewards. Farmers enroll entire farm to receive financial assistance long-term for maintaining conservation

practices and implementing new ones.

e The Conservation Reserve Program — Provides farmers with a rental payment in exchange for protecting environmentally

sensitive land on their farms.

e Conservation supported through programs include: Cover crops, low/no-till, rotational grazing, & buffer strips.

Overview of the President’s
Infrastrucutre Proposal

e The President’s Infrastructure .
Proposal provides $21 billion in 2019
for infrastructure projects through
offsetting budget cuts from other

programs

e  Seeks to streamline the permitting
process so infrastructure can be built
faster to meet the pressing demands
of resilience efforts, however
some of this streamlining comes
at the expense of environmental
safeguards.

e EPA would no longer be able
to evaluate another agency’s
Environmental Impact Statement
e Eliminates EPA’s authority to veto
projects if they do not adhere to
the Clean Water Act

NCEL

National Caucus of
Environmental Legislators

Bradon Road Lock and Dam
(2017 -2018)

To control transfer of Asian carp from

the MS River basin into Great Lakes,

US Army Corps of Engineers has

proposed technological blockades at

the Brandon Road Lock and Dam

e In 2017, the Corps drafted a
report outlining its Tentatively
Selected Plan to address Asian
Carp, set to begin in 2022

e  Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin,
and Ontario have formed an
interstate partnership to cover
the costs of the project and push
the start date forward. This plan

still requires state approval.

Ballast-Water (2016-2018)

Ballast water provides ships with
stability on long journeys, however
contains invasive fish, plants, and
microorganisms that can outcompete
native species when discharged at

ports.

The Commercial Vessel Incidental
Discharge Act, introduced in
Congress last year, would have
stripped states from enacting
separate laws governing ballast
water discharge:

e Allocated control over ballast
water regulation to the Coast
Guard rather than EPA.

e Prevented states from enacting
stricter rules than the federal
government on ballast water

discharge.

202.744.1006 - www.ncelenviro.org « 1100 H St NW, Suite 600 » Washington, DC 20005


http://sustainableagriculture.net/our-work/campaigns/fbcampaign/what-is-the-farm-bill/
http://sustainableagriculture.net/our-work/campaigns/fbcampaign/what-is-the-farm-bill/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/
https://www.google.com/search?q=conservation+reserve+program&oq=conservation+reser&aqs=chrome.0.0l2j69i57j0l3.1791j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/fact_sheets/2018%20Budget%20Fact%20Sheet_Infrastructure%20Initiative.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/fact_sheets/2018%20Budget%20Fact%20Sheet_Infrastructure%20Initiative.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/fact_sheets/2018%20Budget%20Fact%20Sheet_Infrastructure%20Initiative.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/fact_sheets/2018%20Budget%20Fact%20Sheet_Infrastructure%20Initiative.pdf
http://glmris.anl.gov/brandon-rd/study/
http://glmris.anl.gov/brandon-rd/study/
http://glmris.anl.gov/brandon-rd/
http://glmris.anl.gov/brandon-rd/
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2018/02/states_join_battle_to_protect.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/168
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/168

