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Overview 
As storm surges grow in frequency and strength, management of flooding and stormwater around the Mississippi River and Great Lakes 
has become vital in protecting regional communities. In response to these challenges, states have introduced legislation to maintain and 
strengthen built and natural infrastructure, and establish funding mechanisms to support these efforts. 

    Infrastructure can refer to both built systems like 
levees as well as natural systems like forests, 
farmland, and wetlands, which can help manage 
nutrient runoff as well as mitigate flooding. 

    Natural infrastructure is vital in terms of managing 
floods, reducing sedimentation, and filtering 
nutrients. In fact, natural infrastructure of the 
Mississippi River alone is valued at $12 to $47 billion 
in benefits to the economy annually.

    Extreme weather events coupled with aging 
infrastructure has amounted to a huge regional 
and national economic burden. For example, 
infrastructure failure along the Mississippi River 
costs a daily average of over $300 million.

KEY POINTS

Other Resources 

• Natural Security: How Sustainable Water Strategies 
Prepare Communities for a Changing Climate: Report 
highlights 8 case studies of communities that have 
implemented green infrastructure 

• EPA Stormwater Calculator: Allows local governments to 
consider how runoff may vary based on both historical 
weather and potential future climate.

• Georgetown Climate Center’s Adaptation Clearinghouse: 
Highlights each state’s goals and related progress in 
terms of adaptation to increased storms and flooding. 

• Mississippi Urban and Community Forestry Management 
Manual: Manual provides tools for installing green 
infrastructure to help mitigate flooding, urban heat 
islands, and nutrient runoff loading. 

Infrastructure Legislation 

Michigan SB 756: Stormwater Utility Act (2018) 
Bipartisan bill that authorizes new layer of government and creates 
rain tax to manage runoff. 
• Creates a new government entity that has the power to build 

and operate stormwater management systems and administer 
a “rain tax” to property owners based on the amount of 
impervious surfaces on their property.

Maryland HB 987: Stormwater Management - Watershed 
Protection and Restoration Program (2011) 
• To improve health of Chesapeake Bay, bill requires Maryland 

counties and municipalities to adopt and implement laws to 
protect and restore watersheds. 

• Programs must include monitoring/testing and a stormwater 
remediation fee. Funds from fee will help with maintaining and 
improving management systems as well as education and 
outreach around stormwater and wetlands restoration. 

Maine LD 1455: An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue 
to Ensure Clean Water and Safe Communities  
• Authorizes a general fund bond to ensure clean water, restore 

wetlands, create jobs, and create public infrastructure. 

New York A06558: The Community Risk & Resiliency Act (2013) 
requires state funds, regulations, and permits consider the effects of 
extreme weather events.

California SB 5: Central Valley Flood Protection Act (2008) 
overhauled California’s Central Valley infrastructure to prepare 
for extreme flooding. This led to the 2012 Central Valley Flood 
Protection Plan, which developed management strategies including 
levees and wetlands/ecosystem restoration to protect high-risk 
communities.

E N V I R O N M E N TA L 
H E A LT H

202.744.1006   •   www.ncelenviro.org   •  1100 H St NW, Suite 600  •   Washington, DC  20005

https://www.soils.org/about-soils/green-infrastructure/
https://www.soils.org/about-soils/green-infrastructure/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5845a70859cc6819f2dfdb9e/t/58b8311ce4fcb5243cf395a7/1488466206617/2017+Policy+Platform+MRCTI.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5845a70859cc6819f2dfdb9e/t/58b8311ce4fcb5243cf395a7/1488466206617/2017+Policy+Platform+MRCTI.pdf
https://nexusmedianews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/a0cbd-capitolmeeting2017mrctipressrelease-final.pdf
https://nexusmedianews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/a0cbd-capitolmeeting2017mrctipressrelease-final.pdf
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/natural-security/
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/natural-security/
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/national-stormwater-calculator
http://www.adaptationclearinghouse.org/
http://www.fwrc.msstate.edu/pubs/urbanmanual_second.pdf
http://www.fwrc.msstate.edu/pubs/urbanmanual_second.pdf
http://michiganvotes.org/2018-SB-756
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2012rs/bills/hb/hb0987e.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_126th/chapters/PUBLIC589.asp
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06558&term=2013&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WAT&division=5.&title=&part=6.&chapter=1.&article=

